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Report on Senate Bill 1 

Tax - Property Article 

I.  PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF CODE REVISION. 

The proposed Tax - Property Article (Senate Bill 1) is a 
product of the continuing revision of the Annotated Code of 
Maryland undertaken by the Commission to Revise the Annotated 
Code. The revision process was inaugurated during the First 
Extraordinary Session of 1973 and to date has resulted in the 
enactment of 15 new major articles: Agriculture, Commercial Law, 
Corporations and Associations, Courts and Judicial Proceedings, 
Education, Estates and Trusts, Family Law, Financial 
Institutions, Health - Environmental, Health - 
Occupations, Natural Resources, Real Property 
and Transportation. 

Each of these articles represents a formal bulk revision as 
mandated by the guidelines established in 1970, including 
improved organization, elimination of obsolete or 
unconstitutional provisions, resolution of inconsistencies and 
conflicts in the law, correction of inadvertent gaps or omissions 
in the law, deletion of repetitive or otherwise superfluous 
language, and general improvement of language and expression. 

The same guidelines have been followed in the preparation of 
the Tax - Property Article. 

The basic thrust of the Commission's work is formal; the 
primary purpose of its work is modernization and clarification. 

General,  Health 
State Government, 
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not policy making. Nevertheless, at some points in its work the 
CommiSBion finds it necessary to recommend changes Sa? addr^I 
the substance of the law. The Commission has mad2 every efflrt 
to ensure that these recommended changes conform as nearly as 
possible to the intent of the General Assembly, issues involJiSJ 
fundamental policy are also noted. Since the resolution SfthesI 
issues is beyond the purview of the revision process  the 

canina^hem^o "J? ^ ^^ t0 reSOlve them othe^han^y 
^ll^i \ • 0 the^  attenti°n of the General Assembly for 
possible action The significant issues in both of these 
categories are addressed in this report. 

The general rule of construction the courts apply to a bulk 

U95!)?11 ^  "^^  ^ Welch V-  Humphrey.  200 Md  410, 417 

"It is true that a codification of previously enacted 
legislation eliminating repealed laws and 
systematically arranging the laws by subject matter 
?f£?m?\ an °fficial Code when adopted by th4 
legislature, and, since it constitutes the latest 
expression of the legislative will, it controls over 
all previous expressions on the subject, if the 
Legislature so provides. However, the principal 
function of a Code is to reorganize the statute and 
lafiT- ^tm ^ s;LmP1!r form- Consequently any changes 
made in them by a Code are presumed to be for the 
?hf?2Je 0f clarity^ rather than change of meaning. 
Therefore, even a change in the phraseology of a 
statute by a codification thereof will not ordinarily 
modify the law, unless the change is so radical and 
S^lai», ?at the lntention of the Legislature to 

%  i£y S ! laW aPPears unmistakably from the  language or the Code." 

Mf als?4;
ureau „0f,Minfs,:- forge's Creek Coal and Land Co. . 272 

na. 143, (1974); Baltimore Tank Linii V. Public—S^rvir^ 
^n^r' 215 Md- 1;b <1957); Welsh v. Kunt2 1^ T/^Z 
i1!50); Crow v. Hubard. 62 Md. 560 (1884); and Matter of Anderson, 20 Md. App, ^n (10-74) nailer 01 

II.  FORM, CONTENTS, AND ORGANIZATION. 

oraan^i-HSn
OPOJed TaX ." ProPerty Article  conforms  to  the 

•H^   ?• i   0rm'     and numbering system used in the previously 
IZlr-tL  artlcle^-   Accordingly,  it will be published  in a 
? PS ot  '*  unnumbered volume and will be cited by name.  See Art 
•i-,   9 to  01 tne Code. 

Articles TS?P %b!r0rrty^K and,  St^te Finance and Procurement Articles are the seventh and eighth articles revised by the 
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Commission using language that is neutral as to gender. 

The proposed Tax - Property Article is the first part of the 
revision of the tax laws of the State. The second part of the 
revision will be the Tax - General Article. 

Initially, the Commission envisioned that there would be a 
single revised tax article. As the revision proceeded, it became 
clear that the revision of the tax laws was too large to be 
submitted to the General Assembly at a single time 
Consequently, the tax law relating to property and conveyances of 
property were separated from the rest of the tax law revision. 

For clarity and to provide a possible, future basis for 
consolidation of parts of the tax law and after an extensive 
review the current law by its Procedure Subcommittee, the 
Commissions Tax Committee, recommended that the proposed Tax - 
Property Article be structured as follows: 

(1) administrative provisions - those provisions that 
primarily concern government; 

(2) substantive provisions - those provisions that 
apply to assessment of property and imposition of a tax, and 
primarily concern taxpayers; and 

(3) procedure provisions - those provisions that 
apply after a tax is imposed — e.g., appeals, refunds, interest, 
and penalties. 

The proposed Tax - Property Article includes substantially 
all the provisions of the public general laws relating to 
property tax, recordation tax, and transfer taxes. Also included 
are substantially all of the provisions of the public general 
laws that relate to the operation and duties of the State 
Department of Assessments and Taxation and its Director, the 
provisions relating to collectors, and the provisions relating to 
the property tax assessment appeal boards and the Administrator 
ot the property tax assessment appeal boards. The proposed 
article replaces large parts of Article 81 of the Code. It also 
replaces Title 5, Subtitle 3 of the Natural Resources Article 
that related to conservation of woodland areas. 

The proposed Tax - Property Article is divided into 14 
titles. Title 1 contains definitions and general provisions. 
Titles 2 through 4 contain administrative provisions. Titles 5 
through 13 contain substantive provisions concerning property 
taxes recordation taxes, and transfer taxes. Title 14 contains 
procedural provisions concerning these taxes. 

In Senate Bill 1, the statutory text of the proposed Tax - 
Property Article is printed in all capital letters as though it 
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were entirely new material. However, in many instances, 
comparisons of the present law with the revised law will reveal 
that the proposed changes are merely minor stylistic improvements. ^•LJ.^V.J.^ 

Each section ~ or, in some instances, subsection — of the 
proposed article is followed by a reviser's note that explains 
all significant changes made in the revision process. These 
notes also provide a link between the revised law and the law it 
replaces by explaining, in detail, the relationship of the old 
and the new. 

The revisor's notes, although not part of the law, serve an 
important function in preserving the intent and substance of the 
^tnfi ^ "sox*rcf laY- m Murray v. State. 27 Md. App. 404 
(1975), the Court of Special Appeals recognized the importance of 
revisor's notes not only as a statement of the revisor's intent 
but as a statement of legislative intent as well: 

"These notes were part of the legislation enacting the 
revisions explaining to the legislators not only what 
changes were effected but what their expressed 
intention was in changing the wording." Murray 
v.State, 27 Md. App. at 409 (Emphasis in originarT 

Because of their importance as recognizable elements of 
legislative history, the revisor's notes in the third reading 
tile bill will be changed from those in the first reading file 
bill as little as practicable. Additional minor changes may also 
be made in them before publication by The Michie Company. 

III.  PREPARATION OF THE TAX - PROPERTY ARTICLE 

Ea^h. ^i^1? of the ProPosed Tax - Property Article was 
prepared initially by the Commission's staff.  Gary Mano Hyman 
Esquire,  was the article supervisor.  Other staff members who 
rSSlf?!1^  °  the ar^icle were R- Lee Benson, Esquire, J. Ross 
Campbell, Esquire, Dennis R.  Robin,  Esquire,  Robert R.  Roth 
Esquire,   former  staff  member Myriam Bailey,  Esquire and 
Commission Director Geoffrey D. Cant, Esquire. The editor for the 
article was Sherry M.  Little,  assisted by Dr.  Harry  c 
Hendrickson.  Additional staff members who contributed to the 
article were Suzanne Brogan,  Esquire,  Deborah Cox,  Phyllis 
Helmick-Lindsay,  Earline Johnson,  Lynette Johnson, and former 
staff member John Sullivan, Esquire, as well  as Vicki Belmore, 
Angela Hampe,  Emily Joyce,  Irene Martelli, Mary McDonald, and 
Frances Pyle. 

flnr,n-in?fS
US%5a^laW1

is comPlejc and specialized, the Governor 
appointed additional commissioners to form the Tax Committee of 
the Commission.  The Tax Committee  is co-chaired by Roger D. 
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Redden, Esquire, and Shale D. Stiller, Esquire.  Other members of 
the Tax Committee include Neal D.  Borden, Esquire, Alice A 
Brumbaugh,  Esquire,  the Honorable Julian I.  Jacobs,  Gerald 
Langbaum,  Esquire,  L.  Paige Marvel,  Esquire, Zelig Robinson, 
Esquire, Robert A. Rombro, Esquire, Edward F. Shea, Jr., Esquire, 
James J. Winn, Jr., Esquire, and Robert L. Zouck, Esquire. 

To further aid the revision of property tax laws, the staff 
brought approximately 50 substantive issues before a joint 
subcommittee of the Senate Budget and Taxation and House Ways and 
Means Committees. Following hearings before this joint 
subcommittee, several legislative proposals were enacted, 2 
opinions were requested of the Attorney General, a special group 
was established to review operating property law, and a group 
under the auspices of the Maryland State Bar Association was 
established to examine the tax sales provisions. 

Initial drafts of the property tax revision were thoroughly 
reviewed by the Property Tax Subcommittee of the Tax Committee, 
chaired by Edward F. Shea, Jr., Esquire. The drafts were then 
reviewed at joint meetings of the full Tax Committee and the 
Commission. 

Concurrently, the staff met with a joint committee of the 
Maryland Association of Counties and the Maryland Municipal 
League for a detailed review of nearly all of the proposed Tax - 
Property Article. The joint committee consisted of Glen Besa 
Esquire, Patti Muhlford, Thomas Fox, Richard E. Maine, Janet 
Everett, Roberto. Duncan, Stanley Guild, Jr., Frederick Homan, 
Esquire, J. Edward Rowley, Douglas D. Browning, Irene Abell, Bill 
Reilly, Linda Barkley, Alan Pippinger, and Jim Peck. 

The Tax - Property Article, except for 2 titles, was 
presented to the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee and the 
Code Revision Subcommittee of the House Ways and Means Committee 
during the fall of 1984 . Thus, some of the questions raised in 
the revision have been resolved in Senate Bill 1. 

In preparing the Tax - Property Article, the Commission, the 
Tax Committee,  and the Commission's staff received help from 
numerous government officials and employees, from members of the 
Maryland State Bar Association, and from members of the business 
community.  These individuals explained provisions, advised as to 
administrative and legal procedures, provided valuable  insights, 
reviewed  drafts,   and  attended Subcommittee  and Committee 
meetings,  where they made  significant  contributions.   In 
particular,   the  Commission,   the  Tax Committee,  and the 
Commission's staff are deeply indebted to Henry Riley,  Gene 
Burner,  Bill Hammond, Esquire, Bob Young, Spencer Merrick, Kaye 
Bushell,  Esquire,  Dean Kitchen,  Bill Boone,  Cathy  Shultz, 
Esquire,   Steven D.  Shattuck,  Esquire,  Evelyn W.  Pasquier, 
Esquire, Ernie Hoenig, and Alan Rudnick. 
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IV.  NECESSARY MODIFICATION AND CHANGE 

The following discussion provides a representative 
C50!u"S^ 0n of the changes proposed by the Commission as part 
of the Tax - Property Article. Some of the essentially routine 
changes exemplified below are made elsewhere in the Tax - 
Property Article but are not detailed in this report, in the 
interest of brevity. 

A.  UNNECESSARY PROVISIONS. 

Some existing statutory language is plainly unnecessary. 
Examples of such language  include seldom used definitions 
severability provisions,  and provisions that are redundant of 
other, more general provisions. 

Present Art. 81, § 71(a) is an example of a redundant 
definition. The subsection defines "collector" for purposes of 
the tax sale provisions, but as "collector" is similarly defined 
in present Art. 81, § 2(21), now revised as TP § l-101(e) the 
present Art. 81, § 71(a) definition is deleted. 

Present Art. 81, § 91, a typical severability provision, 
provides for the severability of §§ 70 through 90 of that 
?rHclf' if f^ of th?se Provisions are held invalid. Article 1, 
,Jil • 0de Provides that any statute enacted after July 1 
1973, is seyerable unless the statute specifically provides 
otherwise. Since the proposed Tax - Property Article will be 
enacted after July 1, 1973, and since there is no provision in 
the Tax - Property Article providing that the proposed article is 
not severable, there is no need for a severability provision in 
tnat article.  Therefore, present Art.  81, § 91 is deleted. 

Present Art. 81, § 69 is an example of an unnecessary 
provision. The section proves that a successor collector may 
collect the taxes that the collector's predecessor was entitled 
to collect. It is unnecessary to state that an officer may 
exercise the powers and perform the duties of the office 
Therefore, Art.  81, § 69 is deleted. 

B.  OBSOLETE PROVISIONS. 

Some statutory language becomes obsolete with the passage of 
time. A common example of such language is present Art. 81, §§ 
69A, 69B, 69C, and 69D, which provide a mechanism for sheriffs 
and collectors to petition a court for additional time to pay 
taxes. The tax collection process is now so different from the 
tax collection process in 1852, when this series of statutes was 
adopted, that this procedure is now inapplicable. Therefore, 
present Art. 81, §§ 69A, 69B, 69C, and 69D are deleted. 

References to now past dates by which actions were required 
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to be completed are also deleted as obsolete if, in fact the 
action has been completed. For example, present Art. 81 § 
232C(d)(2), which referred to a hearing regarding the constant 
yield tax rate m the taxable year 1978-1979, is deleted. 

C.  AMBIGUOUS PROVISIONS. 

Some existing statutory language is potentially troublesome 
because it is ambiguous. When the Commission encounters such 
language, the Commission attempts to resolve the ambiguity by 
applying well-established rules of statutory construction to 
determine what the General Assembly intended. 

For example, present Art. 81, § 277B(e)(2) provides for an 
exemption from recordation or transfer tax for certain corporate 
or partnership transfers to a direct descendant or relative 
within 2 degrees. However, it was unclear whether the common law 
or civil law method of counting degrees was to be used. Since ET 
§ 1-203 specifies counting by the civil law method, the language 
counting by the civil law method" was added to TP § 12-108(q) to 

clarify the ambiguity as to recordation tax.  As to transfer 
^X!Sno • F §§ 13-207(a> and 13-405(c), which cross-reference ir s 12-I08(q). 

D.  GAPS AND OMISSIONS. 

Occasionally, the Commission encounters gaps in the existing 
law created by unintentional omissions and fills them in a manner 
consistent with apparent legislative intent. For example, TP § 
14-504 is new language added to provide for appealing a notice of 
assessment of personal property when the assessing is done by the 
Department. Recognizing that the omission was inadvertant, the 
Commission added a provision parallel to other appeal provisions 
and that conforms to current practice. 

V.  DISCUSSION OF TAX - PROPERTY ARTICLE. 

^r^rrtrr,  TITLE  1*  DEFINITIONS;  RULES  OF CONSTRUCTION; GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

1.  General Comments. 

Title 1 contains provisions that apply to the entire Tax - 
Property Article. 

2.  Subtitle 1. Definitions. 

As in other revised articles. Title 1, Subtitle 1 of the Tax 
- Property Article contains definitions that apply throughout the 

The   defined  terms  "county",   "includes";"including", 
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"person", and "state" appear in all of the recently revised 
articles. 

The defined terms "assess", "assessment", "valuation", and 
value" are added to clarify the steps in the assessment proces ;ss 

The defined terms "assessment roll", "municipal 
corporation" "property", "real property", "supervisor", and "tax 
roil are added to clarify terms frequently used in the tax - 
property provisions. 

The defined terms "property tax",  "county property tax" 
municipal corporation property tax", and "State property tax" 
are added to distinguish between the various property taxes. 

The defined term "governing body" is substituted for the 
present, diverse, and sometimes inaccurate references to specific 
governing bodies — e.g., county council, county commissioners, 
and city council. 

The defined terms "operating property" and "operating unit" 
were developed by government officials and representatives of the 
public service companies and railroad companies in meetings to 
examine the valuation procedures for certain public service 
company and railroad company property. 

The remaining defined terms are those that presently appear 
in Art.  81, § 2 and that are applicable to the Tax - Property 

3. Subtitle 2. Rules of Construction. 

This subtitle contains the provisions concerning oaths, 
residency, the liability of fiduciaries, and the taxability of 
common trust funds. * 

oAiAs».a result of the 1984 revision of the Maryland Rules, TP § 
1-201 has been revised to apply the terminology used in the 
Maryland Rules rather than reference to "verification" as 
provided in other revised articles.  See, e.g., HG § 1-201. 

4. Subtitle 3. General Provisions. 

This subtitle contains the provisions concerning secrecy of 
returns, reciprocity, due dates, the responsibility of the 
Comptroller to collect certain taxes, and a special provision 
that provides for recoupment of taxes for certain federally held 
property. * 

B.  TITLE  2.  STATE DEPARTMENT OF ASSESSMENTS AND TAXATION. 
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1. General Comments. 

Title 2 of the Tax - Property Article is derived primarily 
from present Art. 81, §§ 231A through 247C. 

This title covers the administration and operation of the 
State Department of Assessments and Taxation and the powers and 
duties of the Department and its Director. 

2. Subtitle 1. Administration and Operations. 

04- 4. ThiS subtitle contains the provisions that establish the 
State Department of Assessments and Taxation and the 
administrative structure of the Department. 

3. Subtitle 2. Powers and Duties. 

This subtitle sets out the powers and duties of the Director 
of the Department and other officials. Part I of this subtitle 
contains general provisions and Part II relates to distribution 
and accounting for funds. 

wh^-wT^' Art- -S1'. § 247c<a) and (d) is ambiguous as to 
whether Baltimore City is to be treated as a county or municipal 
corporation in the distribution of funds from annual filing fees 
The revision in TP § 2-220, in accordance with current 
administrative practice, clarifies that Baltimore City is treated 
as a county. J 

The present provisions that are premised on the assessment 
structure before the 1973 transfer of assessors from local 
employment to State employment have been revised to reflect the 
cc^r1 structure. See, e.g., the deletion of present Art. 81, 
§§ 245 and 246 in the General Reviser's Note to the title and the 
reviser's notes to TP §§ 2-214 and 2-216(a). Similarly, present 
Art. 81, §§ 246B through 246D, which relates to rights of 
employees transferred in 1973 and the corresponding State duties 
have been transferred to the Session Laws. Thus, though the 
provisions may for the most part be obsolete, any rights that 
exist under present Art. 81, § 246B through 246D are retained. 

Present Art.  81,  § 232A, which prohibits the unauthorized 
fv JLcertain maps, is deleted in the General Reviser's Note to 
the title as m conflict with the  federal copyright law and, 
therefore,  in violation of the Supremacy Clause of the United 
States Constitution. 

Also in the General Reviser's Note to the title, present 
Art. 81, § 37, which requires the Archivist, also the 
Commissioner, to prepare certificates of land that have become 
rft Y ,fo^ Patent' is transferred to RP § 13-206 to be among the 
other land patent provisions. 
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*•,T„
C' TITLE 3- PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENT APPEAL BOARDS AND TWTT 

ADMINISTRATOR OF PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENT APPEAL BOARDS 

•„. Thi:s title is primarily derived from present An- fti KK 
224A and 248 through 250.  This title concernf ?he operation 
anr^h^A/^16: 0f the ProPerty tax assessment appeS"oaSte 
and their Administrator. The revision in TP § 3-106^? 
tSSMltU^eS, ^general provision that a member «il subject (?i 
the Maryland Public Ethics Law" for the present nrnv?«?««« 
relating to conflict of interest and gifts   Present Provisions 

D.  TITLE 4 COLLECTORS. 

1. General Comments. 

th•i1S?
i;U^tle,,iLder:L^ed Primarily from present Art. 81, §§ 51 

2. Subtitle 1. General Provisions. 

This subtitle contains provisions that relate to thr 
appointment, compensation, and bonding of certain collectors and 
vacan^oS^s1^6^ 0f ^ i^vidual'to collect StaJeSaxes iff 

The bonding requirements in TP § 4-102 are modernized anri 
simplified as a result of Chapter 37; Acts of 1984 SSrefulSd 
from proposals by the Code Revision Commission to thl SiS 

^—Subtitle 2. Powers and Duties of Collectors. 

collection ^H^ COntai?f the Provisions that relate to the 
P?ese£t Jrt S? PM c;fem^tanc!' and ^positing of taxes. 
deJfv^H ,5 8^ ?? 5-' 54' and 60' from which this subtitle is 
not •v£ Partlally ^consistent with current practice and do 
not coyer some aspects of current practice. As to the 
S^T??^ re?ar?ing ^osit  procedure,PSee t£ revilor^ not! 
practice 2f; gaSf ^ the Present law regarding current practice,  see,  e.g.,  TP  § 4-201(c)(2)  and  (3)  that is new 

cS?ec?;da?ordmuSiSnCtfy ^ d^ty 0f ~"~tors to) remS "a^ 
appr^prlfte ofnclal^1 COrp0ratlons and ^^  districts to the 

collector^L ^i^J1; § 69'J 
Which Provides that a successor 

superfluous  collect taxes owed a predecessor,  is deleted as 

— Subtitle 3. Miscellaneous Provision. 
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This subtitle contains the provision derived from present 
Art. 81, § 55 allowing for the examination of a collector's 
records regarding State taxes. 

_. ._ ^—Subtitle—4^ Allowances  for Collection; Enforcement: 
State Remedies^ ~ ——  

This subtitle is derived primarily from present Art. 81, ss 
62 through 67(a). The subtitle relates to the collection and 
enforcement process. 

§§ 

The current practice for filing suit and for stating an 
explicit right to a jury trial is substituted in TP § 4-403 for 
present Art. 81, §§63 through 65. 

Present Art. 81, § 66 and its revision in TP § 4-404, which 
state who shall receive payment of money due the State as a 
result of a suit or judgment, is confusing and may be obsolete. 
The General Assembly may wish to delete this provision. 

Present Art. 81, §§ 69A, 69B, 69C, and 69D, which provide a 
mechanism for sheriffs and collectors to petition a court for 
additional time to pay the taxes, is deleted in the General 
Revisory Note to the title as obsolete and possibly partially 
unconstitutional. The tax collection process is now so different 
from the tax collection process in 1852, when this series of 
statutes was adopted, that this procedure is now inapplicable. 

E.  TITLE 5.  PROPERTY TAX — GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

/ox ThiS title is derived from present Art. 81, §§ 4(c), 8(1), 
(2), and (6), 10(a), and the first sentence of § 242. This title 
contains the provisions relating to liability and reimbursement 
rights of persons having less than a fee simple interest, to 
where property is assessed and taxed, and to the duty to notify 
the appropriate supervisor of the issuance of building permits. 

F* TITLE 6- TAXABLE PROPERTY; IMPOSITION OF TAX; SETTING 
rAX RATES. 

1.  General Comments. 

This title contains the provisions describing what is 
subject to property tax, how property tax is imposed and by whom, 
and how property tax rates are set. It reorganizes provisions 
that were scattered throughout Art. 81 of the Code. 

2.  Subtitle 1.  Taxable Property. 

This subtitle is derived primarily from the provisions in 
present Art.   81,  § 8 that specify what is subject to property 
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Under present Art. 81, § 9B and current practice and as 
reflected m TP § 6-101 (b), the only intangible property Sat is 
subject to property tax is certain propertyP owned by the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. y 

3.  Subtitle 2.  Imposition of Taxes. 

sm•J!?iS S1?)ti51f contains the provisions that relate to the 
imposition of State property tax, county property tax, and 
municipal corporation property tax. The provisions relating ?o 
nVoTot1^^ YotioY2'   ^ 3/4 ^ taxe. are revised in9 TP 

i.: Subtitle 3. Setting Property Tax Rates. 

^i-i-inS1^ J^it1? contains the provisions that relate to the 
setting of the various property tax rates. 

8ettiMil?hSre?fnJ Art' 81'.§ 33 SpeakS 0f the Gen^al Assembly 
state ?h«?!>,« I * P^0Se^^ taX rate' TP § 6-301 is revised to state that the Board of Public Works sets the State property tax 
rate as authorized by the General Assembly.        property tax 

The interpretation of the Maryland Court of Appeals in 
Rosecroft Trotting and Pacing Association. Inc. ffP ffin" 
SSnffiV0?"11?'  MarYlam*,, 298 Md. 580, (1984) that, except for 
K* rl^1S?1Ct ^teS' there Sha11 be a single county property tax rate  for all property subject to county property tax is 
lllZl0/^^-^^  § 6-302<b>- As to the greater P?lexibmiy 
?aterseemS1r6?3103COrPOratiOnS  in Setting their property ta^ 

A oAQRegSJdi"g the constant yield tax rate provisions in TP § 
/7? ,U Jrt  Genffal Assembly may wish to consider that subsection 

i-? that section concerning information with a tax bill 
and'nnt ^ 0ther ^ § 6-308 ^^^ns, applies only to counties and not to municipal corporations. 

5. Subtitle 4.  Miscellaneous. 

This subtitle contains a new provision added to clarify the 
pJonirL IZTl* b? Whiuh taX rateS are Wlied to assessments of property to determine the property tax. 

6. General Revisor's Note. 

^v Pres(rnt Art- 81' § 30(e), which provides for a discretionary 
Coun?vSe tS Pf0Per^ ta5 in municipal corporations in Illegany 
County'. transferred to the Public Local Laws of Allegany 

G.  TITLE 7.  PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS. 
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General Comments 

This title contains provisions relating to DroDertv tav 
exemptions and is derived primarily from Resent Ar?.  Slf §§"9 

2.     Subtitle 1. General Provisions. 

This subtitle contains the general rules relatina tn 
property tax exemptions, provisions relating ?o the efflct of 
property tax exemptions on State aid, and provisions rUtina to 
changes by counties and municipal corporations in the percentaae 
of personal property that is subject to property tax exempSi^ 

The General Assembly may wish to note that the current 

Snder'^refeS6 Ar?"^ £latin? ^ abatement «* P-P-ty tit unaer present Art. 81, § 9E, revised as TP § 7-104 is to aha-i-P 

a'tSiblf ?^rty f0r ^ entire taXable year ^ norforVpaSTf 

Regarding the power of municipal corporations to abate 
personal property assessments under present Art 81 ? <u?^ 
irihit^.lltU'109'   the Ge^eral AssemEir?Smay wish £' cons dlr it that section is superfluous in light of the broad aenpr^i 

^—Subtitle 2. General Property Tax Exemptions. 

This subtitle contains the exemptions that are applicable to 
all property tax.  The exemptions are arranged in alphabetical order. 

Present Art. 81, § 9(1-4), revised as TP § 7-213 orovideq 
an exemption for Hart-Miller-Pleasure Island property and mlv be 
superfluous since the apparent owners of the p?ope?tyy Ihe Itate 
SndefTp'f7a??nthe Maryland Enviro•ental TrSstP aS'bott exemp? 

The    General    Assembly    may    wish    to    examine    the personal 
?-20?ftythrS10n7P«rSl^'/eV^ed    as    TP    §S    7!?l2?b)SOand /  m*      -cnrough      7-226,       that    allow    counties    to    modifv    thp 
be^hanSina S^e'.ineVitably the COUnty g^erning bodies7 will 
plrcen?aaesg

sta^d fn^1011 V^^ages, It is probable that the 
obsolete revision will soon    be    inaccurate    and 

^—Subtitle 3.   State Property Tax Exemption. 

This    subtitle    contains    the    provision    that    exemntq mn*t 
personal property from State property tax? exempts most 
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5. Subtitle 4. County Exemptions — Mandatory. 

This subtitle contains the mandatory exclusion of certain 
rolling stock from county property tax and municipal corporation 
property tax. 

6. Subtitle 5. County Exemptions — Optional; Payments in 
Lieu of Taxes. '  

This subtitle contains the provisions that allow for 
optional county property tax exemptions and optional municipal 
corporation property tax exemptions, as well as the provisions 
for payments in lieu of those taxes. 

Present Art. 81, § 9(n) and (n-1) — which concern payments 
in lieu of taxes for senior citizens and low income housing, 
respectively ~ are revised in TP §§ 7-502 and 7-503, 
respectively, using the ambiguous references to "subdivision" and 
"political subdivision", respectively, as the entity that may 
make agreements with the owner. The General Assembly may wish to 
consider substituting a reference to "county" or "county and 
municipal corporation" for "subdivision" and "political 
subdivision". Under current practice, only counties make 
agreements. 

Also regarding TP §§ 7-502 and 7-503, the General Assembly 
may wish to consider specifying the manner of approval of 
agreements under these provisions. 

H.  TITLE 8.  VALUATION AND ASSESSMENT. 

1. General Comments. 

This title contains the provisions concerning the valuation 
and assessment of property for property tax purposes. 

2. Subtitle 1. General Provisions and Valuation. 

Besides containing the provisions that relate to the 
valuation of property, this subtitle also contains provisions as 
to the classification of property and general rules for assessing 
real property on a triennial basis, as well as the special 
provisions regarding operating property. 

In light of the current practice to treat marshland as a 
separate subclass of real property and rolling stock as a 
separate subclass of personal property, appropriate provisions 
are added as TP § 8-101(b)(2) and (c)(6), respectively. 

Regarding TP § 8-104, the General Assembly may wish to note 
that there is disagreement on how revaluation of real property is 
to be computed.  The Department takes the position that the 
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revaluation of real property is to be computed usinq the exi'stino 
3-year cycle Others take the position that there is to be fnew 
3-year cycle beginning with the revaluation. 

The revision of TP §§ 8-107 and 8-108, which concerns the 
valuation, allocation, assessment, and apportionment of railroad 
and public utility operating property, is a resSlt of meetinas 

?eprIsen?K^nnfSSff',?th?r,a£feC^ed ^ernment officiS^Sd representatives of the affected businesses: The provisions of 
Sfn ^vision were approved by all parties and by the Code 
subs^ted1^10?,; Conse<3uently, TP §§ 8-107 and l-lot are 
substituted for the present confusing and partially obsoletS 
provisions of Art. 81, §§ 8(3), 14(b)(4); 16, 18, and 20. 

:L Subtitle 2. Assessment Procedures. 

This subtitle contains the provisions that concern th^ 

SE2d iSfr^Ss.^006'11" f0r "r0perty taX-  The^SbSSle^ 

procedures for pSpe^*1" COntainS the general  assessment 

«=^^-i=?rt.. II,*,  "Use Assessments" contains the provisions for the 
SSoStJi*      assessments for agricultural land, marshland? 

de^o^nt0^7 ClUb land'  0pen SpaCe land'  and P1—d 

aaricultural ^n/lk  § ^l    r?^es . 70-year old owners of 
fqfti  in ?io   d ^ apply for the special waiver before July 1, 
III    r-       •   rfviPon of that Provision in TP § 8-209(g) (7) (i 
^ HJ;?Uireme^ lhat  the ^Plication be made before July 1 1985 
may Ipply SO     ^^  Wh0 subsequently become 70 years old 

n»ar,J.n    2cS0rdf^ce witl? the recommendation made at the joint 
Sina^f f ^? C0ITittee^nd Wa^S. and Means SubcSLi2Se 
Vf?5\ g, F §  211 C0I!lblnes the provisions of present Art. 81 § 
i?ticle    PreSent Tltle 5' Subtitle 3 of the Natural  Resource! 

prese^Art^ai"5?6?^1 Assessments" is derived primarily from 
presem; Arr. 81, § 19.  It contains the provisions for asseqq-inr, 
Siildiia4 duf?^ ^^ imProY^ents, mLure banks chfngls ^ 
residents Tf Jh^1^1^6317 and Je?r 0r the medical condition of residents of the building,  mobile homes,  radiation fallout 

sUos^^d'S^r "yStemS an2 Wells' shore erosion s?ruc?iJes? siios, ana solar energy systems. 

——Subtitle 3.  County Assessment Procerhir^g. 

This subtitle contains special county assessment procedures 
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f«5 fv,31'?0-^-??111 in Montg?mery County, airplane landing strips, 
and the Fair Hill property in Cecil County. 

^—Subtitle 4. Assessment Preparation and Modification. 

r,r^lhi* su5title contains the provisions concerning the 
preparation of property assessments and notification of taxpayers 
of the assessments. Afaycj.*, 

R oc 
The Genfral Assembly may wish to note that present Art. 81, 

§ 29 appears to make the notice to taxpayers procedure applicabl4 
to both real property and to personal property. In flht for 
personal property a notice of change in assessment cannot b4 sent 
vLr w^S6^ finality on January 1 for the previous calendar 
year because the report of personal property by the taxpayer is 

??nan?SUirTeTdrf t0 Hbe •filed- Until AP?il 15 after thnite ol finality.  Under administrative practice, the notice is sent as 
S2S?Q2

8
 ?^C 1°abi\aJter April 15. Therefore, the Commission to 

??mt??„ ^ Pam?t^ted Code has clarified the present law by 
limiting the revision of present Art. 81, § 29 to real property^ 
JS5n5yKidraf^-n9 new. TP §§ 8-408 through 8-414 to specify th4 
applicable notice requirements for personal property. 

Present Art. 81, § 36, which concerns the valuation of 
discovered property is deleted as unnecessary in light of the 
provisions on escaped property in TP §§ 8-417 and 8-418. See 
also the reviser's note to TP § 8-417. 

* AH  
The Gen<rral Assembly may wish to note that present Art. 81 

of TpTri^wff^10*^ <?f assessments, and the revision 
or TP § 8-421(a)(2), are both inaccurate as to personal propertv 
1^* ln Practice' t116^ is a "rolling" roll that does not 
include personal property. 

6. General Reviser's Note. 

Present Art. 81, § 22, which concerns the duty of the 
Department to apportion and certify assessments to governing 
bodies and the duty of those governing bodies to certify the 
assessments to the appropriate collectors, is deleted as obsolete 
in light of the current Statewide assessment system under the 
jurisdiction of the Director. 

Present Art. 81, § 32B, which concerns a local property tax 
5?S A'*-

18
 2e•d as obsolete. That section was enacted by Ch. 

JSi; +iS L to  Provide a property tax credit less generous 
than the property tax credit then in existence.  Chapter 238 
bvP1?h 0S^Unea

32' 1!7?A..A new tax credit Program was adopted 
l2mS;+^ ' ^ ?f.19Z7' as Art- 81' § 12F-7. All subsequent 
i?? J?^^^ended Art. 81 § 12F-7; however, the then obsolete 
Art. 81, § 32B was not repealed. 
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relates 
person has 

to supervisors 
moved property 

„   Present  Art.  81,  §  44,  which 
?rni ytn9 Pr0?er authorities that a pei„W4 „„ IIl0vea prooertv 

I.  TITLE 9.  PROPERTY TAX CREDITS AND PROPERTY TAX RELIEF. 

1.  General Comments. 

property tax relief - for certain rSSr.'STatSfSdlCIduliS: 

subStI?ute^r^iL^t f^SLJSTL "«S5r£Lih?s bH?n 

ffiS^i^SJ ^rfSS^ •^erjo-ai^;? i^is 
that is subject ?o proper?? tax!        ^ personal Property 

^—Subtitle 1.  Statewide Mandatory. 

Stated prSS^L, c0^^^^^;^!^. mandat0ry 

^r- J5eS?nt Ar^ 81' § 12F-3' which concerns propertv tax r^T iVf 

this requirement is revised in TP 6 S in?/H\ S ^ f 

imprac?ic^ie. ^ 
imPlementatlon of this provision iJ 

L Subtitle 2.  Statewide Optional. 

that Ippfy sSStewi!e.inClUdeS ^ 0pti0nal ^^"^  *« «•<»*. 

K i->JhwS?nerai Assel"blY may wish to note that present Art  ai 

require tnat a dwelling be occupied, 
perpetuated in TP § 9-2077 This inconsistency is 

4.  Subtitle 3 
Applicable. Counties to Which General Provisions are 
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This subtitle is derived from the majority of Art. 81  § 9C 
This subtitle contains an alphabetical county-by-county iistina 
of the provisions to which the general provisions of TP 5 9-301 
are applicable. 

The General Assembly may wish to note the impracticablity of 
Q ?ni?^Se?J /rt-u 81' ? 9c(a)(2) requirement, revised in TP § 
y-JOl(d), that each tax bill contain notice of each Art 81  § 9C 
J^HJ

1
?
6
 ?' ^Jitle 3 0f the Tax " ProPerty Article)  tax credit to which the taxpayer is entitled. 

M .  5-  Subtitle 4. Counties to Which General Provisions are 
Not Applicable. ' —  

This subtitle contains county-by-county property tax credit 
P£KV1Si?ns that are derived ^om present Art. 81 provisions, 
other than present Art. 81, § 9C, and which are limited to 
selected counties. 

J.  TITLE 10.  PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT. 

1.  General Comments. 

T5is J^i? contains the provisions concerning time of 
payment, reductions in payment, and liability for payment of 
property tax. •*      F jriucni. UJ. 

ij Subtitle 1.  Time of Payment --In General. 

This subtitle contains the provisions regarding the payment 
of annual, 3/4 year, 1/2 year, and 1/4 year property taxesT 

•L Subtitle 2.  Variations in the Time of Payment. 

This subtitle contains the provisions concerning property 
tax deferrals, advance payment and advance billing of property 
tax, and an authorization for counties and municipal corporations 
to impose an estimated property tax on tangible personal property 
under certain circumstances. * 

/resent Art# 81# § ^F-S, which provides for county property 
tax deferrals on certain residential real property in Montgomery 
County,  is decodified in light of its June 30, 1985 sunset date! 

4.  Subtitle 3.  Reductions in Payments. 

This subtitle contains the provisions concerning property 
tax discounts and prorating of property taxes. 

^ Subtitle 4.  Liability for Payment of Tax. 

This subtitle contains the provisions that state who is 
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responsible for paying property tax. 

i^K^Sen^ Art' 81'.§ 8<7)(h)' which concerns property tax 
liability for certain leased property, states "nothina herein 

SS2tai?>d-8hf11^rTnt ^ D^art»«nt • - from coUectiSg Sxes aue by a landlord,  or other owner of property".  The General 

preset7 A?? W1Sait0s S???}S?r 7 § 10-^' which reuses 
?•n^2 t-K \- ' § 8(7)(h) and states that the Department "may 
impose the entire property tax liability due on the property to 
the  ...  party in possession of the property".  Consequently in 
£e;ei?n8iaSC?8' the revision clarifies that the propeSy tax'ma? 
be collected from the owner of the property or the person in 
possession of the property. person m 

K.  TITLE 11.  REPORTS. 

an/q rJhiS }itle contains the requirements for the annual report and personal property report. -1-cpoj.u 

L.  TITLE 12.  RECORDATION TAXES. 

1. General Comments. 

tax^^Th^V??^1115 the. Pr?visions concerning recordation 
Si. o^o title is primarily derived from Art. 81, §§ 277 
27^?h ll8' ^ references to stamps in present Art.' 81. § 
278(a)  are deleted as obsolete since the Comptroller does not 

In^ruSs8 oTw^i^^8 0f ^ COUrt d0 n0t "ffix S^S ?o 

is s^st^ir^ SS^^KE-sr ?!%%&£ "J 12
fS

01iSi 
reference m present Art.. 81, § 277 a 1 to instruments of 
writing conveying title or creating liens The revision 
specifically incorporates security agreements "Securitv 
agreement" is defined in TP § 12-101(e) "L an agreement Sat 
SfS!! 0f Provides f ^ a security interest". The^ncorporation 
of "security agreement" avoids the confusion created by the 

prW^o S?^? ^ Hhe ^^ 0f a ,,secured transaction which? prior to the enactment hereof,  were subject to this tax" bv 
recSrdatio? tS'h inf ^uments of writing that are subject £ 
recordation tax based on current practice.   Consequently  under 

hal tn^ll011 ^ ClerSS 0f the COUrt and the Depa?tSSt ^ill not 
?SS d%lermX^e Wha? was sub^ct to recordation tax before 
substitution.   neral  Assembly  may wish to consider this 

Present Art. 81, § 277 has conflicting references in the 
?ate aoSlieS^o L P507si°ns a| to whether the recordation tax 
r•r.»?Pi u? eaCh fractlon of $500" of consideration. The 
General Assembly may wish to consider the revision in TP § 12-103 
that applies the recordation tax rate uniformly to "each fraction 
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of $500" for all county recordation tax provisions. 

„•„Jr;Se?t /rt- 81L ? 277(f) Provides for a calculation of 
?52S? xrents for recordation tax purposes, and present Art. 81, § 
278A(c) provides a slightly different calculation for transfer 
l^ J!UrpoSes'. resent Art. 81, § 277(f) expressly exempts from 
tax the reversionary interest if it is retained by the fee simple 
interest holder when the leasehold interest is transferred 
However, present Art. 81, § 278A is silent as to taxability of a 
retained reversionary interest. The revision in TP § 12-105(c) 
follows present Art 81, § 277(f), while the revision in present 
IL 5. 1

13-205<a) follows present Art. 81, § 278A. The General 
Assembly may wish to conform these provisions. 

The revision in TP § 12-105(a) substitutes the term "real 
property"  for the word "property" in present Art. 81, § 277(c) 
m accordance with 41 Op. Att'y Gen. 381 (1961). 

Also regarding TP § 12-105(a), the General Assembly may wish 
to consider expanding the scope of this  subsection to  include 
financing statements.  Since collateral in this State may subject 
x.ne    entire amount of a financing statement to recordation tax 
avoidethis State1"168 Structure their financing statements to 

The General Assembly may wish to consider amending the 
exemption provision for vehicles and vessels in TP § 12-108(b) to 
allow for filing of statements for the vehicles and vessels with 
the clerks of the court without charge. 

n • u<-Th! General Assembly may wish to consider the addition, in 
light of current practice, of exemption provisions for land 
installment contracts, options to . purchase real property, and 
deeds where tax was paid on a prior contract of sale.   See  26 
?£:, AJt,y ?^n-  425  (1941) as ^ option agreements, and 50 Op. 
Att'y Gen.  438 (1968) as to land installment contracts. 

The General Assembly may wish to consider the addition of 
exemption for leases of 7 years or less in TP § 12-108(u), in 
light of the express exemption in the transfer tax and the 
exemption for memoranda of leases in present Art. 81, § 277(g). 

Present Art. 81, § 278(b) and (c) are transferred to the 
Public Local Laws of Harford County and Queen Anne's County, 
respectively. J 

M.  TITLE 13.  TRANSFER TAXES. 

1.  General Comments. 

This title contains the public general laws that relate to 
transfer taxes.  The public local laws concerning transfer taxes 
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remain in the appropriate county public local laws. 

li Subtitle l. Definitions; General Provisions. 

This subtitle contains definitions for this title and a 
provision allowing for determination of payment responsibilitv bv 
agreement. •* * 

3. Subtitle 2.  State Tax — In General. 

e^- *. T?1S subtitle contains the general provisions regarding the 
f ?7Qn     er taX and is derived Primarily from present Art. 81, 

4. Subtitle 3.  Agricultural Land Transfer Tax. 

This subtitle contains the provisions concerning the 
agricultural land transfer tax and is derived primarily from Art. 
81, § 278F. 

§_: Subtitle 4.  County Transfer Taxes — In General. 

This subtitle contains the general provisions that concern 
county transfer taxes. 

6.  General Reviser's Note. 

Present Art. 81, § 278B, which provides authority for Anne 
Arundel County to impose a county transfer tax, is deleted as 
duplicative of the provisions for a transfer tax in the public 
local laws of the county. 

Present Art. 81, § 278C, which sets a limit on the amount of 
county transfer tax revenue that the county could expend for 
water and wastewater construction, is transferred to the Public 
Local Laws of Anne Arundel County. 

Present Art. 81, § 278D, which provides for a deferral of 
payment of the county transfer tax on certain properties in 
Montgomery County, is transferred to the Public Local Laws of 
Montgomery County. 

Present Art. 81, § 278G, which authorizes Harford County to 
provide property tax credits against newly constructed 
improvements on real property where the property is served by 
water and sewer facilities for which the property owner pays a 
water and sewer assessment, is treated as a credit against a 
local benefit assessment charge and is transferred to the Harford 
County Public Local Laws. 

N.  TITLE 14.  PROCEDURE. 
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1. General Comments. 

This title contains the provisions that concern action after 
the property tax, recordation tax, or transfer tax is imposed - 
e.g., refunds, appeals, penalties, and interest. Provisions from 
each of the revised taxes are consolidated in each subject matter 
area. Thus, the appeal provisions for property tax, recordation 
tax, and transfer taxes are all in Title 14, Subtitle 5, 
"Appeals". 

2. Subtitle l.  Definitions. 

•. • w??is subtitle contains the new defined term "total tax 
liability_ on property", which is used to clarify the broad scope 
of provisions for imposition of interest and penalties. 

3. Subtitle 2.  Returns and Records. 

This subtitle contains provisions that restrict the 
inspection of property tax valuation records. 

,, m.^—Subtitle 3. Determination of Liability and Enforcement 
of Title. ~ —  

This subtitle contains provisions that relate to property 
tax determination and enforcement by the Department. 

5.  Subtitle 4.  Assessment Procedures. 

This subtitle contains provisions concerning failure to 
submit a report of personal property and inaccurately reported 
personal property. * * 

The revision in TP § 14-401 combines provisions relating to 
supervisors of assessments in present Art. 81, § 43 and the 
provisions relating to the Department in present Art. 81, § 251. 

„ £i Subtitle 5.  Appeal Procedures and Judicial Procedures 
— In General. "   ~—" —  

This subtitle contains provisions for appeals related to 
property tax, recordation tax, or transfer tax. 

TP §§ 14-504 and 14-505, concerning appeal of personal 
property assessment when the assessment is made by the Department 
and petitioning for review of personal property assessed by the 
Department, respectively, are added to fill a gap in the current 
law by codifying current practice. 

Present Art. 81, § 214(b), which provides for an exemption 
under § 511 of Public Law 84-1020, the Housing Act of 1956 (now 
10  Stat. 1091, 1110-11) and the appeal and refund provisions for 
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that exemption, is decodified. 

Present Art. 81, § 214A, which provides that an appeal 
determination is to be applied to all property tax, is decodified 
m light of the current, uniform Statewide assessment procedures. 

7.  Subtitle 6.  Interest. 

This subtitle contains the provisions concerning interest on 
property tax and interest on refunds after determination of an 
appeal. Under current practice, interest is not charged on the 
recordation and transfer taxes. Therefore, present Art. 81, § 
204 is inapplicable to those taxes and is not revised as to those 
taxes. 

§_: Subtitle 7. Additions to Tax and Assessable Penalties. 

This subtitle contains the tax penalty provisions. 

9.  Subtitle 8.  Collection. 

This subtitle contains the provisions concerning the 
collection of tax. The majority of these provisions concern tax 
sales. Unlike the other provisions in the Tax - Property 
Article, the provisions that relate to Tax Sales in Parts I 
through III of this subtitle have been only technically revised, 
in light of the proposed substantive ' revision of these 
provisions. The substantive revision will address the "Due 
Process" notice issues of Mennonite Board of Missions v. Richard 
C. Adams, 103 S. Ct. 2706 (1983). "  

Present Art. 81, § 71(a), (d), (e), (f), and (g), which 
defines "collector", "property", "collector's tax roll", 
"person", and "county", respectively, are deleted as unnecessary 
m light of the definitions of "collector", "property", "tax 
roll", "person", and "county" in TP § 1-101. Present Art.' 81, § 
71(h), which defined "county commissioners", is deleted as 
partially inaccurate and, in any event, as superfluous. 

Present Art. 81, §§ 98 and 99 were enacted by Ch. 761, Acts 
of 1943, and present Art. 81, § 99A was enacted by Ch. 182, Acts 
of 1964. These sections provide procedures for foreclosing 
rights of redemption on property sold at tax sales before January 
1, 1944, when the new procedures under the 1943 statutes became 
effective. Present Art. 81, § 99A also provides for certainty in 
title disputes by imposing a limitation on challenges to tax 
sales made before the new procedures became effective in 1944. 
The Commission to Revise the Annotated Code decided to decodify 
these 3 sections because of their limited application and as they 
may not be entirely obsolete. 
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10. Subtitle 9.  Abatements, Credits, and Refunds. 

This subtitle contains the abatement and refund provisions 
for property tax, recordation tax,' and transfer tax. 

'— Current practice for obtaining refunds  diverges  somewhat 
from the present law and the revision in the Tax - Property 
Article. The General Assembly may wish to consider a substantive 
revision of the refund process. 

11. Subtitle 10.  Crimes and Offenses. 

This subtitle contains the prohibitions and penalties for 
property tax, recordation tax, and transfer tax violations. 

Present Art. 81, §§ 124 and 125, which refer to the calling 
up of a posse comitatus, are deleted as obsolete. 

12. Title 11.  Limitations. 

This subtitle contains the statute of limitations concerning 
property tax, recordation tax, and transfer tax. However, the 
statue of limitation provisions for refunds are revised in TP § 
14—915. 

.  GENERAL TERMINOLOGY IN THE TAX - PROPERTY ARTICLE. 

It is a precept of the Commission to Revise the Annotated 
Code to revise the law in a clear, straightforward manner, and, 
once something is said, to say it the same way every time it is 
said. To that end, in revising this article, the Commission has 
conformed the language and organization of this article to that 

V_- of other revised articles, to the extent that the former law 
allowed. 

Throughout the present law, the word "levy" is used in 4 
different senses. It is used as a verb to mean imposing a tax 
and setting a tax rate. As a noun "levy" is used to mean the 
imposition of a tax and a lien against property. To avoid 
confusion in the Tax - Property Article, the more precise 
references to "imposing" a tax, "setting" a tax rate, 
"imposition" of a tax, and "lien" are used. 

Throughout the Tax - Property Article, where the present law 
refers to the counties and Baltimore City,  the reference to 
Baltimore City is deleted as unnecessary in light of the use of 
the defined term "county".  Where the present law refers to 
Baltimore City in a capacity other than as 1 of this State's 24 
counties,  the revision retains the specific  reference to 
Baltimore City. 

Also throughout the Tax - Property Article, for consistency 
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JSsStJS^fS^^SSi-0011^81011'     the    WOrd    Regulations"     is 
the SSulL verb SfS^JJ   .references to  "rules and regulations", 

generally.     Title 10,   Subtitle 1 Sf theState Gover^ent Article 

property This     .ShS?*, >? imposed    on    real . and    personal 

^nSyfor ss^s^ss^rSisjns..*possibly '"isieadi^ 
ensure^ha? no^H Li"c:ludes . ^ standard    savings    provisions    to 
revis?onhSf ttese'laSs      priV:Lle9es are ^^ "y virture of the 

Respectfully submitted, 

William S.   James 
Chairman 

\^ 

Geoffrey D. Cant 
Executive Director 
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